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This is going to be a great year in Chapman Woods,
as usual. We do not have a Social Committee Chair
this year; instead we have a Social Army.
Our first event, the April 15th Easter Egg Hunt,
chaired by Mona Chamieh and Gabi Sacks, is set to go
and you should have received your invitation in the
mail. Though the specific dates have not been set, the
social committee has planned to sponsor a Fall Family
event, which will occur shortly after Labor Day. They
also have plans for a Children’s Holiday party and an
Adult Holiday party in December, and our annual
business meeting in the early part of 2007.
As I mentioned at the Annual Meeting, I intend to
focus on safety and security in The Woods. I do not
mean to imply that we are not secure, but there have
been a few unsettling events over the past year.
My first security step was to attend a Neighborhood Watch meeting hosted by Agustin and Jill Grube
on Yorkshire. I, along with about 20 of our neighbors,
listened to a very informative presentation by Sergeant
Greg La Val. It was comforting to see how informed
the Sheriff’s department is about Chapman
Woods. He gave us examples of problems some of
our residents have had and how we can help to protect
ourselves and our neighbors. If you have not attended
one of these gatherings you might consider organizing such a meeting with your neighbors . In an
effort to determine your opinions about our security issues, the board has formulated a questionnaire
for your perusal. You will receive it in the mail along with an enclosed addressed and stamped envelope. We would greatly appreciate it if you would please respond to the questions and return it to us,
unsigned, at your earliest convenience so that we may evaluate your feedback.
Lastly, we love to hear from you. However, when writing your letters to the editor, we would appreciate that you signed your statements, rather than remaining anonymous . Please send your letters
via e-mail to chapmanwoods@yahoo.com.
Your Board wants to be responsive to your needs. If you have topics that you would like the Board
to discuss please drop me a line at 626-304-0890 or an email at cadams@eam.com. If anyone would
like to receive a copy of our minutes please give Ellen Hatch a call. Our meetings are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month except for August. I’ll see you April 15th.
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Zoning and other issues

Chapman Woods Zoning
CWA Board philosophy:
The CWA Board does not take sides in resident vs. resident disputes. In fact, our philosophy is to work on
behalf of all, and represent all when faced with common outside concerns (take for example Rosemead Blvd.
and Kohl issues). There is only one exception to that rule. Considering neighborhood safety is paramount, we
feel it is the obligation of the CWA Board to take reasonable measures to maintain public safety in Chapman
Woods, particularly on its streets; in the past, we alerted residents to make sure their landscaping does not endanger pedestrian and motor vehicles by blocking road views.
Zoning philosophy:

The zoning director is first and foremost a facilitator. That position researches information, and gets
CW residents in touch with other knowledgeable residents who can assist on the issues. The zoning
director will raise CW residents’ issues for Board consideration, but residents need to understand that
the Board cannot change existing laws.
Local building variances:

The CWA Board supports the Los Angeles County Planning Commission’s enforcement of zoning
laws regarding building and landscaping in our community. You can go to the county’s web site under Title 22, Chapter 22.44.135 for the East Pasadena–San Gabriel Community Standards District to
see the rules.
Here are two useful web sites for starters:
1) http://planning.co.la.ca.us/drp_EPas_SanGab_BOS_ltr.pdf
2) http://www.bpcnet.com/cgibin/hilite.pl/codes/lacounty/_DATA/TITLE22/
The Board’s position is to support zoning laws, and since zoning laws allow for the “Request for
Modification of Standards” or “RMS”, you can appreciate that your Board will not capriciously take
a position with a neighbor against another neighbor. Rather, we urge affected residents to follow the
information in the RMS by sending their written concerns directly to the Department of Regional
Planning. You may also have to attend a public hearing to make sure your concerns are directly
heard by the Planning Commission.

ANY VOLUNTEERS?

Are there any computer savvy CW residents who would be willing to volunteer
their expertise to fellow residents who
need help on their PC’s or MAC’s? If so,
please e-mail Daphne Beneke at Chapman
Woods@yahoo.com. We wil print your
name and phone number in the next Call.
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What to Do With Your Grandkids this Summer! submitted by Ellen Hatch

Wondering what to do with your grandchildren when they come to visit for a day,
a week or longer? Something that will be fun for them, but not totally exhausting
for you? Well, here are some ideas from a Chapman Woods mom with 2 active
boys and 4 grandparents that live nearby!
Dodgers game. Our local team is bound to improve this year with additions to
the line up like all-star and kid favorite Nomar Garciaparra. With hot dogs and
cracker jacks, this a medium-cost day. Get tickets under the awning for a little bit
more money, the 100% shade is worth it on a hot summer day. Or, if you’re in
town, the evening fireworks after the July 4th game are spectacular in this allAmerican venue.
Baseball camps. If they really like baseball, why not sign them up for camp?
Some are half-day or all day for as short as 3 days. Check out Grand Slam in
Monrovia for ages, dates and times (www.grandslam4u.com). Hit One Deep in
Temple City also has great week-long programs this summer
(www.hitonedeep.com).

What to do???
Dodger’s game
Baseball camps
Bob’s Big Boy
Tom Sawyer
No pool needed
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Little Kids Play and Bob’s Big Boy. The Falcon Theatre in Toluca Lake (www.falcontheatre.com) has
great, funny kids plays – all about 1 hour long, and suitable for even very young kids. The air-conditioned
theatre seats 50-75, all with a great view, and babies can sit on your lap. They come out into the audience
and encourage the kids to talk back to the actors and sing along. For a great Sunday afternoon, walk across
the street to the original Bob’s Big Boy (my mom and dad had their first date there!) for a burger and milk
shake after the play.
Tom Sawyer Camp and others. These are pretty pricey at about $100/day, but if your grandkids are
coming for a long period, take a hint from working moms and consider signing them up at one of these great
all-inclusive camps. They pick them up at your doorstep in a van around 8 am and drop them back off
around 4pm – dirty, tired, and happy! You can do 2, 3, or 5 days per week. They do all the traditional camp
games, swimming, horseback riding, forts, hiking, etc. right in the Pasadena Arroyo area. Special “precamp” is available with a slightly shorter schedule for 3-5 year olds. www.tomsawyercamps.com, and others.
Water fun without the pool. For a fun day at your house rent an inflatable water slide and invite
neighborhood friends (we’ll come!!). They deliver it, set it up and cart it away at the end of the day. You
supply a power outlet and hose, and they can put it in your driveway or lawn. Kids climb a rope ladder and
slide down through spraying water to splash at the bottom. Try www.jump4fun.com .
Have a train lover? For a great summer evening, park at the Goldline station at Madre (free!), and ride
the Goldline to the end in downtown (Union Station). Have dinner at Traxx (www.traxxrestaurant.com)
right at Union Station or venture out to other downtown restaurants. Check Traxx hours first, but they are
accommodating for kids – ours like their fried calamari appetizer -- with real food for adults. Stop in South
Pasadena (Mission Station) for ice cream at Busters after dinner if you want. For more attractions and restaurants along the Goldline go to www. dmc-pcc.org/Goldline/stations. Or for a long day or overnight trip,
transfer at Union Station to the Amtrak Surfliner to San Diego and go to the Zoo or Del Mar Fair, etc .
Start your own contest. We had the “lap club” last summer. The kids earned special “tuna” “shark” and
“barracuda” badges for swimming 50, 100, 500 laps. Have pin-on badges/buttons with pictures made at
Pasadena Embroidery on Colorado or think up your own awards.
100 Book Club. Their parents and teachers will thank you! To make it non-competitive, make it a team
effort. When a total of 100 books are read, a special treat is awarded (come on you know you’re going to
spoil them with something anyway!) Adapt it to the children’s ages – double count if they read it themselves or to a younger sibling, and double or triple count harder/longer books. Start with a trip to the Hastings Branch Library, and don’t forget the non-fiction sections – where great books on reptiles, baseball, and
horses can be found!
Plant peas. Not sweet peas. Plant real peas plants now (or sunflowers) and let the grandkids help harvest
and shuck them when they visit. Use pony packs from the garden shop for the best results at this time of
year. Wait 5 minutes for shocked phone call from their parents when they love peas!
Astronomy lovers? While the Griffith Observatory has been closed for the last 5 years for renovations
(reopens this fall), there is a satellite observatory with planetarium shows, and even more fun if the timing is
right – once per month (June 3, July 1, July 29, Sept 2) there are large telescopes (plus astronomy displays,
real meteors, etc.) set up in the parking lot from about 2pm – 11pm to view the moon and stars. Pick a clear
summer evening and enjoy! For a full day, go to the LA Zoo or the Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum
first then walk over to the telescopes (across the street). www.griffithobs.org. For a good old-fashioned
prime-rib dinner in the area, try the Tam O’Shanter Restaurant (2980 Los Feliz Blvd).
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Letters to the Editor
As a 7-year resident of Chapman Woods, I feel compelled to respond to the Anonymous letter to the Editor in the January 2006 newsletter in the Chapman Woods
Call. I want to address each point that was raised.

The next issue raised was that of vandalism in the Woods. This is a quality of life
issue that needs to be addressed by the Sheriffs. Their apparent position is that they
will take reports but do nothing else unless they just happen to see the crime in front
of them. Then they will do something…. maybe. Chief William Bratton of the Los
Angeles Police Department has made quality of life issues an important part of his
Patrol Divisions. Too bad the Sheriffs do not have the same philosophy.
It is my opinion that the problem is a direct function of the poor leadership of Lee
Baca. He knows that the response times for calls for service are increasing dramatically. However, I do not see him committing to a plan to correct this situation. If
you want improvements, exercise your vote when he comes up for election.
Garbage disposal companies and every day pick-ups. I too agree it is disruptive to
the Woods but as an unincorporated area, trash is the sole responsibility of each
homeowner. I sincerely doubt that if the Board were to recommend a single company with preferred rates, all residents of the Woods would change. No incentive.
Frequent filming in the Woods. As having had Judging Amy filmed for 6 years in
our immediate area, we discovered that even if we were against the filming, there
was nothing we as a homeowner could do. The permits were issued by the County
Department responsible and it was a fait accompli. This was the reality check we
got from the Amy personnel who always worked with the residents to minimize
conflicts. If they want to film, they will film. Dick Patton at least attempts to obtain donations from each film company to support the projects of the Woods.
Adequate street lighting in the Woods. I have asked this question on several occasions. Both times I was told that the majority of residents either did not want to pay
for an assessment for street lighting or did not want to change the Woods by adding
street lights. This is a long time issue with strong sentiment. The encouragement to
add additional lighting by individual homeowners is a good idea. I would personally like to see more of it.

Chapman Woods Call

The Sheriff’s slow response time to calls in the Woods. Last spring, there was a
pickup truck parked in front of our neighbor’s house. She was quite elderly (in her
90’s) and after two calls to the Temple Station desk and no response in 36 minutes,
I was forced to dial 911 because the occupant of the truck had exited his vehicle and
was nowhere to be seen. Two 911 calls and 17 minutes later, Temple sheriffs finally arrived. This took a total of 53 minutes from the time of the initial call for service plus three additional calls. The owner of the truck was a known drug user and
prowler suspect. What could be more important for a very prompt response to a call
for service than an elderly lady who is housebound and a prowler who is on the
hunt? Granted the Sheriffs may be short of personnel but that is their issue, not
ours.
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Letters to the Editor (continued)
Dogs that are allowed to roam. Calling the County Animal Regulations and asking for their pick up probably
can solve this. If owners have to pay to retrieve their dog, they will be more careful.
Food left outside for pets. I must admit that I feed my two outdoor cats on my front porch. The cats also sleep
in baskets on the porch. However, I do promptly remove the food so as not to attract wild animals, which
show up anyway. Since this is now an issue, maybe this is a wake up call to those residents who leave out
food.
This is one resident’s opinion on the issues raised. They do not necessarily represent the Board of Chapman
Woods. I too encourage additional discussion.
Ken Gunnell
3660 Ivydale Court
Resident since 5-99

More letters to the Editor….
Dear Anonymous:
I read your letter with interest and believe that you made some good points. There
is, however, another side.
1.The Board of Directors is a NON-PAID, VOLUNTEER group. Criticism of volunteers is a difficult position to sustain.
2. I am certain that our residents would support being asked their opinions. Valid
surveys, however, take significant time, energy and expertise. If you know what you
want the surveys to accomplish, volunteer to create and implement such a program.
3.Filming is an important revenue source that supports efforts to improve living in
the Woods. Dick Patton has done a terrific – VOLUNTEER – job getting film
companies to pay the Association. For one, I find the filming process interesting and
the crews work diligently to act professionally and limit any inconvenience.
(continued on page 7)

I find the
filming process
interesting and
the crews work
diligently to act
as professionals.
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Letters to the Editor (continued)
4. Nancy and I have only lived in the Woods for three years; however, we walk
throughout the neighborhood regularly. I have never seen a stray dog.
5. As to Rosemead, San Marino has enjoyed the beauty of the Huntington median
for many years. We continue to be bordered by that travesty of urban blight. Those
who attended meetings about repair and landscaping know that the needed repairs
will exceed $12 million. If you know a resident who will foot that bill, let the Board
know. If this community will not support improvement, who will?
6. On our walks, I always carry a plastic grocery bag and pick up trash from the
streets. I sometimes fill the bag. Trash on the streets of the Woods is difficult to find.
If you see grocery carts, borrow my truck and return them to the correct store.
7. As to support from the Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff Baca is our neighbor in San
Marino. I am certain that he would be receptive to your concerns and that of all
of us in the Woods. Contact him. He is a good listener.
If you do not agree with the approach of our Board, then volunteer to participate. As
my wife was on the Board for two years, I know how hard the members work and
how motivated they are to serve us and our community. For my part, I thank the
members of the Chapman Woods Board for their hard work and personal sacrifices.
Carter Freeman

FOR SALE
1994 TOYOTA COROLLA
TIP TOP CONDITION IN AND OUT
150,000 MILES
GREAT ERRAN CAR OR KID’S
CAR
$3000 OBO
JACK MILES
626-440-9974
626-664-4200 (CELL)

WE’RE HOUSE HUNTING!
Private party living in West Los
Angeles is looking to buy a property in San Marino or Pasadena
with a large lot. Fast and easy
Escrow. Please contact Amy at:
pacificpc@comcast.net.
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Filming in the Woods
A Good Word for Filming
Hi, neighbors! Dare I put in a good word for the filming crews we
occasionally see on our streets? I find the imposition to be minor.
The diversion is interesting (maybe with a star sighting!), and the workers
are pretty good about cleaning up afterwards. More importantly, you may
know that Hollywood has lately been struggling as an entertainment center,
and a lot of jobs are fleeing the state and the country. Our cooperation
helps keep the area Hollywood-friendly. We should be happy to put up with this
small inconvenience, since it benefits the local economy and keeps good jobs
at home. Also, the donations the production companies make to our
Association treasury are appreciated. So please, keep the crews coming. It's fun
and it pays.
-- David Rolfe

The Call is now on the web: www.chapmanwoods.net
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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Call will be
printed four times
during this administration. Watch for fliers
as to due dates for
submissions. However, during the
months when there is
no publication, feel
free to send your comments, announcements, suggestions,
neighborly news, etc,
at any time via e-mail
to: chapmanwoods@yahool.com
Submissions may also
be delivered to
Daphne Beneke at
3561 Locksley Drive.
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More on filming in the Woods
Filming has picked up again after the Holiday Season. Most of the productions are
TV commercials which are for well known companies such as McDonalds. TV programs and movies have decreased and this may be due to the high cost of filming and
companies going to lower cost areas like Canada. We continue to monitor each filming and try to reduce potential problems before they occur.
In December we made a donation to the Temple Fund, a Sheriffs Department program to provide Christmas food packages and gifts for children of needy families.
We gave financial support to Women of the Woods. CW film revenue was also
spent on our legal expenses in order to try to insure that the Kohl’s proposed project
at Clearman’s Village would have as little negative impact on the area as possible.
Filming donations helped cover much of these costs. The funds received from production companies in the past eight years have been put to good use for the benefit of
all the Woods families.
Richard W. Patton
Director Filming

THE
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OF THE
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Located on the corner of San Gabriel &
Huntington Drive
626-535-9091
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FRENCH TOAST FINGERS—Submitted by Julius Hoffman
INGREDIENTS:
1 egg
1 tablespoon low fat milk
2 slices whole wheat breat
Cooking spray
Powdered sugar and cinnamon for topping

Recipes from the
Woods

Preheat oven to 350 degrees
Spray a sheet pan with cooking spray and
set aside
Cut each slice of bread into 4 strips,

In a small bowl, combine egg and
milk and beat with a fork until
frothy. Dip each strip of bread in
the egg mixture and coat completely.
Lay the strips on the cooking sheet.
When all strips have been dipped
and laid on the sheet pan, place in
oven and bake for about 12 minutes
until brown. Sprinkle lightly with
powdered sugar and cinnamon and
serve.

YUMMY YAM CASSEROLE—Submitted by Pam Hicklin
INGREDIENTS:
3 cups cooked yams, mashed
1/2 cup granulated sugar
2 eggs, beaten
1/2 t. salt
1/2 stick butter, melted
1/2 cup milk

1 1/2 t. vanilla
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup flour
1 cup pecans, chopped
1/2 cup butter, melted

Combine 1st seven ingredients in a large bowl,
mixing well. Spoon into a 1/2 quart baking
dish. Combine remaining ingredients in a
small bowl mixing with a fork. Spread contents of a small bowl evenly over yam mixture.
Place baking dish in preheated 350 degree
oven for 35 minutes. Serves 8
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Notes from Wilson IB Middle School
Wilson hosts its Fourth Annual IB Passport to Understanding, Friday, March
24. The event is a series of workshops for students, parents, and the Wilson learning
community to benefit from information sessions that increase their understanding of
the many educational principles involved in the International Baccalaureate Middle
Years Programme. Guest speakers from various clubs and organizations, individuals
with a popular specialty, and teachers with extra enthusiasm all gather to present topics of high interest. Sessions focus on developing skills, attitudes, and knowledge
needed to participate in an increasingly global society. Students participate in two
workshop sessions on this day. Parents are invited to attend specially designed workshops and teachers participate in presentations as well as attend sessions.
The last week in March, PUSD high school representatives visit the campus
to begin enrolling Wilson’s eighth graders for their freshmen year classes at one of the
district’s high schools.
In early April, student science fair projects judged to be the best go on to
compete at the county level. Also, the annual Odyssey of the Mind competition held
in March usually results in at least one Wilson team moving on to state finals in midApril.
The district hosts a Math Field Day competition on April 29. Wilson’s sixth, seventh
and eighth grade teams go up against their district peers in this challenging morning of
competition touching on all areas of math.
A district-wide disaster drill takes place April 6 on all PUSD campuses, including Wilson’s. It’s an annual opportunity to make sure all preparations are ready in
case of an emergency and students and staff know what protocol to follow.

•

Developing
skills

•

Science fair

•

Odyssey of
the Mind

•

Math field
day

Spring recess this year is Monday, April 10 through Friday, April 14. When
students return they begin preparing for two weeks of state testing which begins in
early May. The occasion makes for a very serious, quiet time on campus.
Open House is scheduled for May 24th. Neighbors are especially welcome to
visit the school and the beautiful library. The traditional school year ends on June 21,
following the promotion exercises on the Main Field for the Class of 2006.

WOW-WOW’S
The singles group of Chapman Woods held their Christmas party at the home of
Marge O’Connor. The well-attended gathering, which began at 5 p.m., brimmed with the
spirit of the holiday season.
On March 4th of this year, the WOW-WOWs met in the home of Gerie O’Connor and
Helen Downey for the annual Oscar Night party. From a cash pool provided by the WOWWOW members, a winner-take-all prize was won by Lucy Anderson for choosing the most
winners of the selected academy categories. Sally Birge won last year. While
I missed three this year, Sally named all the winners last year!
The next scheduled party is May Day eve.—Submitted by Lucy Anderson
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More recipes from the Woods
BROCCOLI SOUP—Submitted by Josie Beringer
INGREDIENTS:
1lb broccoli (about 6 cups)
1 qt. chicken broth
1/4 t salt
1/4 t ground white peper
1 lemon (optional)
2 t grated parmesan cheese (optional)
TOTAL TIME: 30 minutes: serves 4

•
•

•
•
•

Wash and trip broccoli, then coarsely chop
Heat chicken broth in a large saucepan over medium heat to
simmering. Add chopped broccoli and simmer covered until
tender, about 15 minutes.
Puree the mixture with an immersion blender right in the
saucepan or warm tureen. Stir in the salt and pepper.
Spoon into serving bowls and finish with a squeeze of lemon
juice and sprinkle parmesan if desired.
Cauliflower may be substituted for broccoli. If doing so, omit
lemon juice and parmesan. Finish with 1/2 and 1/2 cream if
desired.
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CHAPMAN WOODS BASEBALL PARTICIPANTS
Pasadena American Little League opened its 2006 season on Saturday, March 4th at Hamilton Park
in Hastings Ranch. Boys and girls from age 5 to 12 were dressed in their fresh new uniforms ready to begin another baseball season. Several players in the t-ball, farm, minor, major and girls’ softball divisions
are proudly representing Chapman Woods.
Despite many rainouts and delayed practices due to weather, games have finally begun and will
continue until early June. We’ll keep you posted as the season progresses!
If you find yourself inclined, stop by Hamilton Park on Cartwright any week day evening or on Saturdays
and cheer on your Chapman Woods’ players. You can enjoy a hot dog or a snow cone while you’re there!

Not pictured:
Kevin Gates
Matt, Jack, Mark
Golbranson
JP and Andrew
Hatch
Jordan Marks
Jimmy Miller
Will
Rosenberger
Henry Smith
Jack Welsh
Stephen Wright
Alex Grace
Christopher
Solis

L to R (top): Brendan Finnegan, Brian Finnegan, Taylor Marks,
Benjamin Sacks, Caroline Finnegan, Julius Hoffman, Peter
Hagan and Aaron Melillo. L to R (bottom): Johah Sacks (back),
Travis Beringer, J. Hoffman, B. Sacks, P. Hagen, C. Finnegan.

Coach Jim Hagen of the BATS

Julius Hoffman
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Creative Memories
finnegan6@charter.net

626-796-1275
Consultant

Where are your photos?
Let me help you organize them and get them into albums.
Whether you have years of pictures in boxes, drawers, under the bed, or a few envelopes of developed film in
your nightstand, I can help you.
Since you’ve taken the pictures, why not enjoy them in albums and relive the memories of your family, vacations, holidays and more?
Creative Memories has a new album which you can complete in 2 hours! This is the way to go.
Complementary 2 hours session for photo organization and or album assembly.
Just call or e-mail me!
If you loose your copy of the Call,
don’t forget to log in to the net and
see it on-line at:
www.chapmanwoods.net.

Chapman Woods Call
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Tell us about your school
There are a variety of choices for parents with school age children. We are fortunate to have The International
Baccalaureate schools, Willard Elementary Magnet School and Wilson Intermediate, in our neighborhood. They
submit informative articles about their activities to the Call on a regular basis. To supplement this information,
the CW board thought it would be helpful if willing parents would volunteer their feedback to parents who are beginning the process of looking for the learning environment that will best suit their children's needs. We hope this
category will grow in popularity. As additional parents sign up to give information, more extensive information
will be made available to those who are looking for the perfect match.
Blair High School: Contact Connie and Sidney Sue at 449-0704
Chandler School: Contact Susan and Jim House at 584-0824 , or Michele Engemann at 304-0890
Clairbourne School. Our children attend. It is a pre-K through 8th grade private school. It is very close to our neighborhood and there are a few families in Chapman Woods that attend. If you are considering applying to this school, you can contact Josie Beringer at 626-744-0229 or Jane Marks at 626-577-8573 with any questions.
DonBenito K-6: Contact Raul and Silvia Luevano at 440-0204; Nick and Rebecca Dimmock at 792-5126
Flintridge Sacred Heart High School: Contact sharon Giannotta at 577-4892
Frostig School K-12: contact Sharon Giannotta at 577-4892
Pasadena High School : Contact Pete Soelter and Cheri Strelow at 578-1127; Pam Seine at 585-0534; Raul and Silvia
Luevano at 440-0204 .
San Marino Community Church Nursey. When I walked through the doors of this school, I knew this is where my child
should be. It's a true preschool where children are children. My child has been there for two years and since preschool isn't
forever, we must move on- but would recommend this school to anyone who wants a safe nurturing environment with accredited teachers. There is a wait list so visit the school and apply early. Contact Loretta Hoffman 626-898-1009
St Francis High School: Contact Sharon Giannotta at 577-4892
Westridge School: Contact: Daphne Beneke at 577-4560
Willard Elementary Magnet School, IB Contact Pete Soelter and Cheri Strelow at 578-1127
Wilson Intermediate, IB: Contact Pam Seine at 585-0534; Raul and Silvia Luevano at 440-0204
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News From Women of the Woods
The January 19 meeting was held at the
home of Rosemary Dills. After a lovely social hour
the business meeting was convened by Karlene
Morris and various reports given.
The guest speaker was Shirley Kerins a
noted landscaper who has made a specialty of herb
gardens. Shirley began her in depth study of herbs
as a Reader at The Huntington Library. As she explained, Mr. Huntington often purchased entire libraries in his ambition to build a preeminent research
library that would concentrate on British and American history and literature. Although botanical, horticultural and recipe books were not among his chief
interests, many valuable books of this kind were included in Mr. Huntington’s en bloc purchases of private libraries. Among the botanical books is a collection of about two hundred volumes that describe
and illustrate plants used for medicine and flavorings
dating from the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries.
She noted than many claims made today for herbal
products are taken from these writings.
In addition to restoring the herb garden at
The Huntington, Shirley Kerinss has also authored a
book A Celebration of Herbs: Recipes from The
Huntington Herb Garden. Using herbs, slides, historical quotations and a delicious sense of humor
Shirley crafted a talk that delighted and informed and
wowed the WOWs.
A Valentine Party was held on February 14,
at the new home of Phyllis Specht at The Oaks on
Del Mar. Vel Liesegang chaired the business
meeting. A history of St. Valentine and Valentine
celebrations was given by both Phyllis Specht and
Lucy Anderson. Others shared romantic experiences and memories. Betty Thomson helped with
the refreshments.
Ray Ranguwata, owner/operator of Esteem
Cleaners, provided a special Valentine treat for
each WOW. Huge strawberries decorated with white
and brown chocolate to resemble a tuxedo shirt captivated all.
Valentine shaped boxes of candy were won
by Maria D’amario and Doris Crosby. A gift certificate worth $25.00, donated by Esteem Cleaners,
was won by Shahnaz Nedher.
(Continued on page 22)
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News from Women of the Woods continued….
On March 14, the WOWs enjoyed the gracious hospitality of Ginger Menke. A
beautifully appointed table filled with scrumptious goodies greeted the ladies. Cathy
Stancill assisted the hostess. Sally Birge conducted the meeting.
Louanne Kalvinskas of Distant Lands Travel Store in Old Town, Pasadena, shared a potpourri of travel with a slide show and personal travel experiences.
All women of the Woods are welcome to come to the WOW meetings which
are held the second Tuesday of the month. For more information call Sally Birge at
577-0298.
Submitted by Phyllis Specht

WOW DIRECTORY
CHAIRWOMAN

Sally Birge

577-0298

TRANSPORTATION (Pick up prescrips., food shop, appts.)

Farideh Shariary

578-1600

LADIES OF LOCKSLEY (women living on Locksley)

Daphne Beneke

577-4560

HOUSEHOLD DONATIONS

Marge O’Connor

792-7876

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Corinne Bergmann

792-8306

CARDS (Sympathy, get well, etc)

Rose Capriccio

793-9933

SINGLES

Sally Birge

577-0298

COSMETIC DONATIONS

Karlene Morris

796-3214

MAGAZINES

Rosemary Dills

449-3853

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS

Betty Gavigan, Barbara Schneiders

MEALS (Meals to home w/ illness, deaths or special needs)

Judy Beaudet

7950309,
792-7472
795-4537
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EFFECTIVE POLICE WORK—A collaborative effort
I often hear concerns expressed about response times and the inability of law enforcement to solve and/or
impact criminal activity. As the title suggests, effective police work is a collaborative effort. The fact is,
there are only a small finite number of deputies patrolling your neighborhoods. In the case of “Chapman
Woods” and the surrounding communities of North San Gabriel and East Pasadena, there is one Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department patrol unit working 24 hours a day, seven days a week. These deputies perform what we refer to as general law enforcement duties, excluding traffic enforcement. As
“Chapman Woods” is an unincorporated community, traffic enforcement is the responsibility of the California Highway Patrol.
We rely tremendously on the public to assist us with reporting criminal or suspicious activity. We are
sympathetic to the fear of possible retaliation that comes with reporting a crime. It takes great courage to
become involved, especially if court testimony is necessary down the line. However, we welcome
anonymous reports. Minimally, all we ask is that you point us in the right direction. We’ll take care of
the rest.

Neighborhood
watch programs
are great but
require
neighborhood
involvement.

All calls-for-service we receive are classified in one of three ways - emergent, priority, or routine. Although many factors can come into play, our goal is to respond to emergent calls-for-service in less than
four minutes, priority calls-for-service in less than eight minutes, and routine calls-for-service in less than
an hour. When we are unable to respond to a routine call-for-service in less than an hour, our policy
requires that we call the reporting back and inform them of such. Based on information received from
the reporting party, procedural guidelines dictate how a call-for-service is classified.
Neighborhood watch programs are great, but again require neighborhood involvement. I urge anyone
wishing to start a neighborhood watch program to call Sergeant Greg La Val or Deputy Chris Cabrera at
(626) 292-3348. I also invite anyone who wishes to get more involved or just learn a little more about
the Sheriff’s Department to consider becoming involved in one of our community partnership programs.
We are always looking for community members to join our “Community Advisory Committee” or to
become station volunteers. We additionally have an “observer” program which allows you to ride along
to “get the feel” of law enforcement from a deputy’s perspective.
Community partnerships and collaboration make neighborhoods safer and better places to live, work,
learn, and play. The Sheriff’s Department’s motto is “A Tradition of Service.” The 250 men and women
assigned to Temple Station strive to provide the best service possible. We are committed to forging
stronger partnerships and fostering the spirt of teamwork to improve the quality of life in all the communities we serve. Come pay us a visit sometime and let us show you around.
Captain Richard Shaw
Temple Station

“As Grayburn Turns”
This is by no means intended to scare anyone. .Just some information that we can all use to be
aware of what is happening on our block. (3300 Grayburn)
Last Monday Evening. our friend Elaine had a knock on her door. This occurred after dark She did
not give me a specific time. The person on the other side of the door told her that he was UPS. . she said she
did not open her door after dark. .. the man asked her to open the door to sign something. Again she replied.
"I do not open the door after dark". There was no sticker left from UPS. .nor was there ever a pkg delivered. hmmmmmmm?????
There was a car break in on the corner house across from Joe. The driver side window was broken.
& a lap top & briefcase were stolen. The car was parked on the street near the corner.
Again, think we all need to be aware of these happenings to protect ourselves & our loved ones!!!
Let's all keep an eye out for one another.
Wishing everyone a Happy St. Patricks Day!! - Your neighbor Susan
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Burglary Prevention
Chapman Woods is a semi-isolated area of single-family residences. As such, it is a vulnerable target for burglars. This article is meant to provide information for each homeowner to
help protect their property.
The Facts about Burglary
More than six million residential burglaries occur every year in this country. That is one
every ten seconds
Nearly half of these burglaries are committed without force—that is through UNLOCKED
doors and windows!
Most of these Burglaries Could be Prevented
Always lock and secure your doors and windows even when you are leaving for “just a minute.” Never leave a house key out of sight but readily available such as under a doormat, in a
flowerpot or on the ledge of the door. These are the first places a burglar will look.
Barriers to Burglary
Burglary is a crime of opportunity. Make their work risky and difficult and you stand a good
chance of stopping them before they get in.
Your First Line of Defense
To a burglar visibility means vulnerability. They hide behind fences and shrubbery. The key
is to keep trespassers out while keeping your property safe. Use picket or chain link fences.
Keep hedges clipped down around waist level. Do not allow plants to block views to windows
or doors, as they will conceal a burglar.
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Burglary Prevention (continued)
On the Outside Looking In
Burglars try doors and windows first. If they are locked, chances are they will move on to another property.
Doors
Locks. The strongest are deadbolt locks with a minimum 1” throw bolt containing a hardened, sawresistant steel insert. Attach the striker plate to the doorframe with 4” screws. The double cylinder deadbolt lock requires a key from both sides, preventing a burglar from breaking glass in the door and turning
the key from the inside. Make sure the cylinder of the lock has a steel guard—a ring around the key section. The cylinder guard should be tapered or it should rotate around the key section to prevent wrenching.
Remember, though, a double cylinder dead bolt can also block your exit in an emergency. Check with
your local law enforcement agency or building inspector to see if these locks are permitted.
Hinges. Doors that swing out have the hinges on the outside. A burglar can easily remove the hinge pins
and lift the door out. To foil this, remove the center screw from each side of the hinge and insert a metal
pin or headless screw on one side. When the door is closed, the end of the pin will fit into the opposite
hole. Thus, even if the pins are removed, the door will remain bolted to the frame.
Padlocks. Typically garage doors are secured with padlocks. The exception is the roll up garage doors.
Look for sturdy padlocks that do not release the key until the padlock is closed. The padlock should be
casehardened with a 3/8” shackle to resist repeated smashing. Remember, a pad lock is only as good as the
hasp on which it is mounted; so bolt the hasp securely to a metal plate and make sure the bolts are concealed when the pad lock is closed.
Door construction. Burglars can kick in a weak door. Replace hollow core exterior doors with solid core
doors or strengthen the existing ones with metal sheets. Replace weak doorframes. Protect glass in the
door with steel bars or mesh; or place a polycarbonate sheet over the glass on the inside.
Going Out?
Lock all doors and windows
Use timers so that lights, radio, TV go on and off throughout the house to indicate that some one is home.
For longer trips be sure to stop the mail and newspaper delivery or have a neighbor collect them daily.
In short make your house look “LIVED IN”.
This article is not intended to be a complete summary of what can be done to help prevent burglaries. It is
intended to highlight some areas that will help to prevent a burglary.
Ken Gunnell
7 year Chapman Woods resident
Chief Financial Officer of a local company
LAPD Reserve Officer 34 years assigned to 77th Street Patrol

CHAPMAN WOODS CALL ON THE NET: www.chapmanwoods.net
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More thoughts on a secure home—a good checklist
Exterior Doors
• All doors are locked at night and every time we leave the house – even if it’s just for a few minutes.
• Doors are solid hardwood or metal-clad.
• Doors feature wide-angle peepholes at heights everyone can use.
• If there are glass panels in or near our doors, they are reinforced in some way so that they cannot be
shattered.
• All entryways have a working, keyed entry lock and sturdy deadbolt lock installed into the frame of the
door.
• Spare keys are kept with a trusted neighbor, not under a doormat or planter, on a ledge, or in a mailbox.
Garage and Sliding Door Security
• The door leading from the attached garage to the house is solid wood or metal-clad and protected with a
quality keyed door lock and deadbolt.

#COMPUTER SERVICES OFFERED#
Recommendation: If you are having problems with your computer, call David Smith at 3553033 or page him at (213) 580-5680. He is knowledgeable, charges reasonable rates, and will
come to your home at your convenience.
Sharon Giannotta
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Home security checklist continued...
•

The overhead garage door has a lock so that we do not rely solely on the automatic door opener to provide security.
• All garage doors are locked when leaving the house.
• The sliding glass door has strong working key locks.
• A dowel or a pin to secure a glass door has been installed to prevent the door from being shoved aside or
lifted off the track.
• The sliding door is locked every night and each time we leave the house.
Protecting Windows
• Every window in the house has a working key lock or is securely pinned.
• Windows are always locked even when they opened a few inches for ventilation.
Outdoor Security
• Shrubs and bushes are trimmed so there is no place for someone to hide.
• There are no dark areas around our house, garage, or yard at night that would hide prowlers.
• Floodlights are used appropriately to ensure effective illumination.
• Outdoor lights are on in the evening – whether someone is at home or not, or a Photocell or motionsensitive lighting system has been installed.
• Our house number is clearly displayed so police and other emergency vehicles can find the house
quickly.
Security When Away From Home
• At least two light timers have been set to turn the lights on and off in a logical sequence when we are
away for an extended time period.
• The motion detector or other alarm system (if we have one) has been activated when we leave home.
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Home security checklist (continued from page 27)
•

Mail and newspaper deliveries have been stopped or arrangements for a neighbor/friend to pick them up
have been made when we go away from home for a period of time.
• A neighbor has been asked to tend the yard and watch our home when we are away.
Outdoor Valuables and Personal Property
• Gate latches, garage doors, and shed doors are locked with high-security, laminated padlocks.
• Gate latches, garage doors, and shed doors are locked after every use.
• Grills, lawn mowers, and other valuables are stored in a locked garage or shed, or if left out in the open,
are hidden from view with a tarp and securely locked to a stationary point.
• Every bicycle is secured with a U-bar lock or quality padlock and chain.
• Bikes are always locked, even if we leave them for just a minute.
• Firearms are stored unloaded and locked in storage boxes and secured with trigger guard locks.
• Valuable items, such as television, stereos, and computers have been inscribed with the identifying number approved by local police.
• Our home inventory is up-to-date and includes pictures. A complete inventory is kept somewhere out of
the house.

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
PLANNING

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Retirement Planning
Education Funding
Estate Preservation
Portfolio Management*
Tax/Investment Planning*
Registered Investment Adviser
Private Practice, Hourly Fees Available

Mitchell Kauffman, MBA,
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Willard Elementary International Baccalaureate Magnet School
Committed to Success
Willard Elementary International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme School is busy with visitors from
across the country. This past month Willard had visitors for districts throughout California and visitors from
Idaho and the Caribbean. We are one of the few schools across the country that is an authorized IB World
School. We have a holistic integrated approach and focus on a well balanced education. Our Spanish and
Technology teachers work with all students.
Generosity and Caring: During February our students participated in a schoolwide Jump Rope for Heart raising over $3000 for the American Heart Association. Our fifth grade students also organized and raised funds
for a sister school in Armenia through a toy drive of their toys. The second graders focused on a book drive
for the Katrina victims through the American Red Cross.
Community Volunteers: Over 60 community leaders and friends of Willard read to our students for Read
Across America Dr. Seuss Day on March 2. You are welcome to volunteer too.
Sound of Music: On March 23, VH1, MTV and Charter Communications will celebrate their Save the Music
effort in Pasadena with a performance at Willard by our Beginning and Advanced Bands. Longfellow and
Willard received over $25,000 in band instruments this year. We will have an amazing Spring Instrumental
Concert in late May. All of our third grade students are receiving Suzuki violin instruction from a violin
teacher from the Pasadena Conservatory of Music. We celebrated the final concert for the season with the
Pasadena Symphony TEMPO Program which provides all first and second graders have concerts that connect
with their language arts program. This is an integral part of our curriculum.
Art and Creativity Abounds: On Friday, March 10, Pasadena Unified had an exhibit of student art from
across the district at the Art Center of Design Wind Tunnel. Willard LEARNs Rising Stars Chorus performed
for about 1000-2000 guests at the event. This was the first time that Pasadena Unified participated in ArtNight. There was an amazing display of over 300 pieces of art from students grades K-12 across the district.
Willard continues to connect art with the curriculum through our partnership with the Armory Center for the
Arts from grades 3-5. Students work regularly with professional artists. The third grade had their Borders
Night Art and Poetry Nights where students displayed their art and read their poetry for their parents and Borders customers.
You are cordially invited to our
KINDERGARTEN ROUND-UP
on Wednesday, April 5 at 8am
You will have an opportunity to
• Learn about our Programs
• Tour our Kindergarten classrooms
• Give registration information
• Begin the registration process for 2006-2007

Save the Dates:
Wednesday, April 5:
April 10-15
Thursday, June 1

Kindergarten Roundup at 8am in the Willard Auditorium
Spring Break
Open House—Chapman Woods residents are welcome to visit our classrooms

