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T h e  C h a p m a n 
W o o d s  C a l l

Have Fun and Build Community
The CW Board and Social Committee Cordially Invite You to:

Chapman Woods Annual Business Meeting
Wednesday, February 13, 2008 
Cocktail Hour 6:00-7:00 pm and Meeting & Dinner 7:00-9:00 pm 
All neighbors are invited to attend the delicious dinner and informative business 
meeting that the CW Board and Meeting Committee have planned.  Larry 
Wilson, Editor of  Pasadena Star News and the San Gabriel Valley News will 
give a talk on What’s Happening in Pasadena. Held at the esteemed Celestino 
Ristorante, known for its fabulous gourmand Italian cuisine, you’re bound to 
have a good time. Your Invite was Delivered to Your Door the third week 
of  January.  Please mail or drop off  your completed RSVP form to ANNUAL 
MEETING,	608	Vallombrosa	Dr.	RSVP’s	must	be	received	by	February	11.		 
 
Meeting Location and Dinner Details—The restaurant is located at 141 South 
Lake	Avenue	(626)	795-4006.		There	is	ample	parking	at	the	rear	of 	the	building,	
on Hudson between Green and Cordova.  Please enter the restaurant from the 
parking lot. The door will be marked with balloons.  The cost per person is $38 
for a four-course dinner.  We’ll have a cash bar. 

Chapman Woods Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 22 from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
You and especially your children are invited to hop on over to the Woods 
5th Annual Easter Egg Hunt.  Our wonderful neighbors, the Golbransons, 
have decided to open their marvelous yard to us again.  Located at 829 Madre 
Street, the event will feature a baking contest, pot-luck breakfast, champagne 
or mimosas, and most important the infamous HUNT!  Just like last year, a 
professional photographer will take pictures of  your family with the Easter 
Bunny.  Look for your invite which will be distributed in early March. Admittance 
is	$3.00	per	person	and	drink	tickets	are	$3	as	well.	(Non-alcoholic	beverages	are	
complimentary.)  
 
We’re looking for someone to be Our Bunny—Doug	Huberman	wore	the	
costume last year. Is anyone game, this time around? You’re sure to have lots of  
fun with our families.

Questions about these Events? Contact Monica via  
socialchair@chapmanwoods.net or call (626) 744-0563
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Presidents 
Message and 
Farewell 

Dear	Neighbors,

This will be my last letter 
to the neighborhood.  We 
will, assuming you vote 
correctly, be moving on 
to Harry Greenwood as 
president  in the February 
election. Harry is a great 
guy.  

Last year was a good 
year in Chapman 
Woods.  No, I am not 
going to brag about my 
accomplishments, as 
these things would have 
happened anyway, thanks 
to others. Can you believe, 
as I write, that Rosemead 
Boulevard is actually being 
redone?  I have been in 
Chapman Woods for 
24-years and every board 
and every president has 
done what they could to 
get what we are getting 
done today.  In fact, now 
that I think about it, I 
am probably the only 
president in Chapman 
Woods who has done 
nothing about Rosemead 
Boulevard.

Of  course it was not 
long before I was getting 
calls, letters and visits 
informing me that all was 
not well.  First, the County 

informed the Nutts and 
the Volckmanns that they 
would be constructing, 
as	David	Volckmann	put	
it, a sidewalk to nowhere 
and that on both sides of  
California and Rosemead, 
several mature trees 
and some of  the home 
owners property would 
need to go.  Thanks to 
Mike Antonovich the 
County has come back 
with a more reasonable 
approach which has 
satisfied	both	the	Nutts	
and the Volckmanns.  
The new plan would cut 
down no trees, would use 
only	50	square	feet	of 	
David	Volckmann’s	yard	
(presumably the same 
for the Nutts) for which 
reasonable compensation 
would be given to the 
parties affected.  There 
would still be sidewalks 
but they would mostly 
be on County land and 
even there, if  need be, 
the trees would be left 
in the sidewalks. A side 
benefit	of 	all	of 	this	is	
that the Volkmanns came 
to the Chapman Woods 
Christmas party and intend 
to come again next year. 
Unfortunately, Southern 
California Edison  has 
plans to bury, with 
easements, some cable 
under some yards.  I don’t 
know how or if  that is 
being resolved at this time.  

Another issue that has 
bothered some of  our 
neighbors is the plans 
that SCE had intentions 
to build under the high 
tension lines.  I have 
recently been told that 
these plans have been 
dropped. 

Lastly, the proposal for 
neighbors to enroll with 
the Post Alarm Patrol 
service, which took up 
way to much time at out 
last year’s annual meeting, 
has been an overwhelming 
success.  Post now has well 
over	100	of 	our	neighbors	
as patrol customers and 
has many more in the 
pipeline.  At this level, we 
are entitled to receive one 
patrol every other hour, 
24 hours per day.  As 
more neighbors enroll, the 
patrol will increase.  If  we 
reach	200	homes	we	will	
be entitled to a full time 
patrol car in Chapman 
Woods.  As a reward for 
your being such good 
neighbors we are cutting 
the discussion of  patrol 
at our annual dinner this 
year, down to one hour.  
just kidding!) 

Have	a	great	’08!

Best regards,

Roger
Roger Engemann
President, CWA
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NEW BOARD 
FOR THE 
WOODS

We have an exciting year 
in front of  us. Take a look 
at the dynamic group 

who have volunteered 
to	serve	you	as	2008	
Chapman Woods Board 
Members.  Their nomina-
tions	will	be	ratified	at	the	
Annual	Dinner	Meeting.	
You can thank outgoing 
2007	Board	Members	and	

continuing board members 
at that time. Information 
for the Annual Meeting is 
on the Cover of  the Call. 
It will be a great event and 
we hope to see you there. 

The Chapman Woods Association
2008-2009 Nominees for Board of Directors

OFFICERS
President Harry Greenwood president@chapmanwoods.net
1st VP & Social Chair Monica Lee Copeland socialchair@chapmanwoods.net
2nd VP & Membership Chair Josie Beringer membership@chapmanwoods.net
Secretary Maria Finnegan secretary@chapmanwoods.net
Treasurer Carter Freeman treasurer@chapmanwoods.net

DIRECTORS
Advertising, The Call Loretta Hoffman advertising@chapmanwoods.net
Editor, The Call Cynthia Rosedale editor@chapmanwoods.net
Neighborhood	Watch	 Diane	Williams	
Block Representative Gerie O’Connor blockrep@chapmanwoods.net
Filming	 Tom	Rike	 filming@chapmanwoods.net
Zoning Brian Reid zoning@chapmanwoods.net
Publisher, The Call Patrick Renzi publisher@chapmanwoods.net

aDDITIOnaL BOaRD MEMBERS
County	Liaison	 Dennis	Lee	 county@chapmanwoods.net
WOW Representative Karlene Morris wow@chapmanwoods.net
Sheriff ’s	Liaison	 Dick	Patton
At Large Member Rob Curtiss
Assistant Social Chair Armida Baylon
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USING 
WATER—IT’S 
TIME TO GET 
SMART
Tom Rike

 
 
 
 
 
 

In Southern California 
we are now drawing on 
water reserves, wisely put 
in place for times like 
this when water is scarce.  
Without	significant	rain,	by	
this time next year we will 
be on water restrictions, if  
not worse. Think Georgia!!  
Water is now the Earth’s 
number one resource.

There are a lot of  simple 
things we can do to 
reduce usage, and make 
the amount we use go 
further	every	day.		During	
the last drought, Southern 
California homeowners 
voluntarily reduced usage 
by	more	than	requested.		
We can do it again. Each 
cubic foot on your bill is 
7½ gallons. Check your 
bill and be aware of  how 
much you use.

The vast majority of  
our water goes toward 
maintaining lawns and 
gardens.  With our large 
lots, we can save a lot 
with a little awareness and 
monitoring. 

PAINLESS 
TIPS TO SAVE 
WATER AND 
SAVE BUCKS: 

The lawn
• Turn off  
your auto-
matic timer.  
Turn it on manually only 
when lawns need wa-
ter.  Monitor your lawn 
by stepping on the grass; 
when it doesn’t spring 
right back up, it’s time 
to water.  Even with our 
sandy soil, twice a week in 
winter should be enough.

• Water early in the morn-

ing.  Less is lost to evapo-

ration, and plants grow 
better with early watering.
• Keep your grass cut 
short.  Long blades tran-
spire more water from soil.
• Monitor your sprinkler 
heads at least monthly.  
Gardeners can hit heads, 
redirecting water. Turn 
the system on and walk 

around, adjusting heads to 
point correctly.  Tell neigh-
bors if  you see a problem.  
Water in the gutter is water 
squandered	and	money	
down the drain! 

The Garden
• Check hose bibs for 
leaks.  A drip can waste 
several gallons a day.
• Mulch the beds.  It cuts 
evaporation and reduces 
weeds.
• Plant drought-tolerant 
plants.  Few of  us are go-
ing to tear out our gardens 
to save water.  But, as 
you	replace	plants,	find	
water savers.  Go to the 
Arboretum for good ideas. 
They have an entire area 
devoted to great looking 
drought-tolerant species.
• Watering deeply and less 
frequently	is	more	effec-
tive than less water more 
often.
• Experiment.  Water less 
and see how plants tolerate 
it.  We all tend to water too 
much.

The Pool
• Float large pieces of  
bubble cloth (from pool 
shops) on surface.  Less 
surface area evaporates 
less water and saves 

chemicals.
• If  you hose off  decks, 
direct	flow	to	waterbeds,	
using water for two pur-
poses. 

In the House
• Wash only full loads of  
laundry and dishes.  Check 
to make sure you are on 
the right cycle.
• Shave and brush your 
teeth with the tap off.
•	Develop	the	habit	of 	
thinking before you turn 
on the tap. 

With increased population 
and changing weather, we 
will never have as much 
water as we have enjoyed 
in the past.  We have to get 
smart voluntarily, or volun-
tarily won’t be an option. 

BE A SPONGE,
NOT A DRIP!!   
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“THE CHAPMAN WOODS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST”

Sally a. Birge
(626) 577- 0298

Re a l  E s t a t e  B r o ke r  3 5  y e a r s
O u t s t a n d i n g  K n o w l e d g e

In comparabl e  Pe r sona l  Se r v i c e

Founded Women of  the Woods
Chapman Woods homeowner for 29 years

Two-time past president of  Chapman Woods association
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YOUR 
PERSONAL 
INVITATION TO 
JOIN WOW
Sally Birge 

I would personally like 
to invite all Chapman 
Woods women to attend 
the Women of  the Woods 
(WOW) meetings.  I bet 
you	will	find	that	they’re	a	
good	fit!		On	the	second	
Tuesday of  each month 
(except July and August) 
we meet at a resident’s 
home to enjoy the cama-
raderie of  our neighbors, 
learn what is happening in 
the Woods, and be enter-
tained by guest speakers 
on a variety of  subjects.  
Occasionally we have a 
special tour for those who 
wish to experience some-
thing new. For example, 
this spring, we will have a 
private guided tour of  the 
Huntington Library’s new 
Chinese garden.  

JOIN THE  
WOW-WOWS

If  you live alone, the 
WOW-WOW’S group, 
which number almost 
20,	is	perfect	avenue	for	
single women. We enjoy 
casual dinners, wine, and 
lots of  fun.  A few women 
in this group have dinner 
at restaurants or take in 
the occasional play.  The 
WOW-WOW’S meet every 
other month on Sunday 
nights.  The next gathering 
will be an Academy Awards 
party on Sunday, February 
24th.

Take a moment and call 
me for more information 
on either of  these groups 
and to be placed on a 
mailing list.  I hope you 
will RSVP and become a 
member of  either or both 
of  these groups.

Sally Birge, Women of  the 
Woods,	626-577-0298

WOW 
UPCOMING 
EVENTS

JanuaRY 
Speaker, Linda Remmer, 
Fashion Coordinator, 
Tournament of  Roses 
Court

FEBRuaRY 
Speaker, Cosmetic 
Manager, CVS 
Pharmacy—Skink Care

MaRCH 
Docent	from	the	LA	Zoo,	
Slide Presentation

aPRIL 
Estate and expert on old 
jewelry will discuss jewelry 
to be exhibited at our 
meeting

WOW
Chairwoman		 	 	 	 	 Sally	Birge		 	 	 	 	 (626)	577-0298
Transportation	(“pickups,”	food)		 	 Faideh	Shariary		 	 	 	 (626)	578-1600
Ladies	of 	Locksley		 	 	 	 Daphn	Beneke		 	 	 	 (626)	577-4560
Household	Donations			 	 	 Marge	O’Connor		 	 	 	 (626)	792-7876
Cards		 	 	 	 	 	 Elizabeth	Redoglia		 	 	 	 (626)	792-2401
Singles			 	 	 	 	 Sally	Birge		 	 	 	 	 (626)	577-0298
Cosmetic	Donations		 	 	 	 Karlene	Morris		 	 	 	 (626)	796-3214
Magazines		 	 	 	 	 Rosemary	and	Cynthia	Dills		 	 	 (626)	449-3853
Emergency	Preparedness		 	 	 Betty	Gavigan			 	 	 	 (626)	795-0309
          Barbara Schneiders     (626) 792-7472
Meals       Judy Beaudet      (626) 792-4537
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Top: Connie Kofahl, Mary Randall, Doris Crosby, Elizabeth Redoglia 
show off  their gift exchanges of  cookie and hors d’oeuvre trays.

Left: Cat woman (Sally Birge) and 
the Sheik (Elizabeth Redoglia)
sharing a fun evening get-together.

WOW-WOW’S 
HALLOWEEN 
COSTUME  
PARTY
Sally Birge

Spooks visited Sally Birge’s 
home near Halloween.  

Oops!  Not spooks but 
15 adult women dressed 
in	their	Halloween	finery.		
No one recognized 
the visiting Eastern 
Mediterranean man in 
men’s shoes, jewelry, 
flowing	white	robe,	white	
headdress and full beard. 
No wonder.  It was our 

very own Elizabeth 
Redoglia!  Even foxy 
Sally’s cat was dressed in 
an orange satin bow.

WOW-WOW’S 
CHRISTMAS 
PARTY
Sally Birge 

The women gathered for 
a holiday party this past 
December	at	the	home	
of  Karlene Morris.  Our 
gracious hostess had three 
tables set in red and green 
décor with candles glowing 
everywhere.  Again we had 
a large crowd plus four 
special guests.  Karin Nor-
ris, who is now part of  the 

group, brought her pretty 
daughter and charming 
sister who visited from out 
of  town.  
Elizabeth brought her 
darling house guest from 
Germany who was here 
to attend a big wedding in 
Chapman Woods. It was 
a fun night of  fabulous 
food, lots of  wine and very 
pretty 
ladies 
dressed 
in their 
holiday 
attire! 

FEBRUARY
Sally Birge 

Sunday, February 24th 
will be the WOW-WOW’s 
5th Annual Academy 
Awards night with most 
ladies dressing as stars.  

Annie, our hostess Gerie 
O’Connor’s small dog, 
always out 
shines everyone in her 
stunning black and jeweled 
evening gown!  For those 
wishing to participate, an 
Academy ballot will be 

provided for voting while 
we dine on our annual 
homemade chili and 
cornbread dinner. 

Call	Sally	Birge,	577-0298,	
for joining this fun  
group of  
ladies.    
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WOW FALL 
ACTIVITIES

Phyllis Specht

Sally Wood hosted the 
November WOW at her 
lovely California Boule-
vard home.  The owners 
of 	San	Marino	boutique,	
Shutters, presented their 
suggestions for holiday 
decorating and gifting.  
They thoughtfully featured 
rustic and woody decorat-
ing and gifts in rustic and 

woodsy themes to comple-
ment our Chapman Woods 
addresses.

A traditional Christmas 
party was held at the 
beautifully decorated Val-
lombrosa home of  Vel 
Liesegang. Festive holiday 
plates were exchanged.  
Various WOW members 
contributed wonderful 
holiday foods.   Kraemer’s 
Jewelers, Margie’s Bou-
tique,	Esteem	Cleaners	and	
Star Hair and Nail Salon 
provided	gift	certificates	
for the door prize drawing.  
Gift packets of  some of  
the delicious foods were 
delivered following the 
meeting to several el-
derly or shut-in Chapman 
Woods neighbors. 

Our January meeting was 
held at the stately Val-
lombrosa	home	of 	Doris	
Crosby.		As	befits	the	
New Year in Pasadena, the 
speaker was involved with 
the Tournament of  Roses.  
Linda Remmer, advisor to 
the Rose Court shared her 
experiences in selecting the 
wardrobe and training the 
Princesses and Queen for 
their public appearances.  
She	answered	many	ques-
tions about the garment 
selections and the contem-

porary court.  Marguerite 
Hennacy, mother of  a 
1976 Princess, was able to 
share some of  the history 
of  other Chapman Woods 
girls that have served on 
the court, including a 
Queen.

Karlene  Morris will be 
the WOW representative 
to the  Chapman Woods 
Association Board for the 
coming year.   For the past 
several years the CWA 
has underwritten WOW 
with an annual budget 
of 	$1000.		WOW	has	no	
dues nor fund raisers.  
Refreshments and prizes 
at the meetings are always 
donated either by the 
members or businesses in 
our community.  Some-
times speakers are given a 
small fee.  Because of  this 
diligence on the part of  
leader Sally Birge and her 
various committees, the 
group has annually voted 
to support a worthy char-
ity in our community with 
the balance of  this allot-
ment.			This	year	$450.00	
each, was given to Bien-
venidos Children’s Center 
and the Convalescent Aid 
Society.
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BOOKS YOU 
WANT TO READ

AMBOSELI WIMBO

Connie Kofahl

Available at Barnes and 
Noble is a new book, 
Amboseli Wimbo, by 
Christy Carroll. The 
author is the daughter of  
former Chapman Woods 
residents, Jim and Brim 
Carroll.  Brim Carroll now 
lives in Texas.  Christy 
Carroll Rekmann, mother 

of 	five,	lives	in	Tennessee	
with her husband. This 
is a refreshing story of  a 
young widow managing 
a luxury safari lodge in 
Kenya and will interest 
those who love Africa.  It’s 
a must read.

CUPS OF TEA FOR YOU

Pat Johnston

Three Cups of  Tea by 
Greg Mortenson and 
David	Oliver	Relin	is	a	
fascinating story of  the 

amazing direction Greg`s 
life took after failing 
in his attempt to climb 
Karakoram, a Himalyan 
mountain peak K-2, locally 
known as Chogo Ri.  
Following the saga of  his 
efforts to improve life for 
people in remote areas of  
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
is inspiring and makes a 
useful commentary on 
fighting	terrorism	and	the	
Taliban in today’s world.

Elizabeth Redoglia was on her way to the Ladies of  Locksley Xmas 
gathering  at the Doll’s house when she spotted Mr. and Mrs. Santa sitting 
on Sally’s porch bench!  How lucky for Elizabeth that she could give Santa 
her wish list in person!



The Chapman Woods Call
Page	10

LET’S TALK 
SOCIAL.....

WE’RE HAVING  
FIRESIDE 
TALKS IN 2008
The Social Committee is 
interested in sponsoring 
Fireside Talks this year. We 
want to do 3 of  them.  We 
will put together a group 
of  speakers on a given 
topic who will make short 
presentations. Neighbors 
and their guests will 
have the opportunity to 

mingle	and	ask	questions.	
Potential guests could be 
authors, local celebrities, 
environmentalists, 
entertainers, etc. We’ll 
need homes with a large 
room where people could 
sit on couches and on 
the	floor	and	listen	to	the	
talks or performances. The 
aim is casual entertaining 
evenings together. If  
you’d like to volunteer 
your home, or know 
someone who would be a 
great guest, please contact 
Monica at socialchair@
chapmanwoods.com. 

THE SOCIAL 
COMMITTEE 
NEEDS YOU
Chapman Woods Social 
Committee is looking for a 
few good volunteers.

We ARE NOT planning to 
have regular meetings. We 
WOULD	LIKE	people	to	
volunteer to:

-Work the Sign-In Table at 
Events 

-Find Neighbors to Host 
our new Fireside Talks 

-Help Set-Up or Tear-
Down	Events	

-Man the bar at events 

-Work on this summer’s 
Pool Party 

-Work on next year’s 
Annual Event 

If  you’d like to volunteer, 
please contact Monica 
at socialchair@
chapmanwoods.com.

This issue of The Call was designed by 

Monica Lee Copeland & Company

 advertising  

branding & marketing

copywriting & design

event planning & invitations

licensed fundraising counsel

office:  626 / 744-0593 fax: 626 /744-0563
3579 E. Foothill Blvd. #781, Pasadena CA 91107 

consulting@monicaleecopeland.com
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Located on the corner of  
San Gabriel & Huntington Drive
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NEW 
CALIFORNIA 
LAWS FOR 2008
 
During	the	2007	legislative	
year, 964 bills were passed 
by the California legislature 
and	750	were	signed	into	
law. There are 167 changes 
just to the California 
Vehicle Code. Listed below 
are some of  the more 
significant	laws	that	went	
into effect in California on 
January	1,	2008:

• Bicycle riders must have 
some sort of  illumination 
devices while riding on a 
highway, street or sidewalk 
at night. Failure to have 
illumination devices could 
result in a ticket that 
requires	the	rider	to	attend	
a bicycle safety class.

• Smoking will not be 
allowed in any vehicle if  

minor children are inside. 
The prohibition applies 
regardless of  whether 
the	vehicle	is	in	traffic	or	
parked. Police will not be 
able to stop a car just to 
check for smoking, but 
they can cite the driver if  
they pull them over for 
another	reason.	Drivers	
could	face	fines	of 	up	to	
$100.00.

• The California minimum 
wage	will	increase	by	50	
cents	to	$8.00	per	hour.	
California workers will 
have one of  the highest 
minimum wages in the 
country.

• A new law will allow 
consumers to redeem gifts 
cards with balances of  less 
than	$10.00	for	cash.

• Cities and counties 
will	now	be	required	to	
designate areas where 
homeless shelters can be 
constructed without the 
requirement	to	obtain	a	
conditional use permit.  
The law is designed to 
remove zoning ordinances 
that block construction of  
homeless shelters.

• Courts will now be 
able	to	require	parents	
or guardians of  gang 
members to attend 
parenting classes. The 
classes are designed to 
prevent	first-time	 

offenders from 
committing additional 
crimes.

• Cities and counties will 
no longer be allowed 
to	require	landlords	to	
verify the citizenship of  
their tenants. This law 
was a direct result of  
an attempt by a city in 
Southern California to 
require	landlord	to	screen	
the citizenship status of  
potential tenants.

 

•	Beginning	July	1,	2008,	
California will prohibit 
drivers from using wireless 
telephones without a 
hands-free device while 
driving.   A separate law 
prohibits all drivers under 
the age of  18 from using 
a cell phone even with a 
hands free device. Both 
laws have exceptions for 
emergencies.



Page 13

CONSIDER 
ADVERTISING 
IN THE CALL

Loretta Hoffman

There	are	400	families	
living in Chapman Woods. 
Why not reach out to them 
with your business services 
and talents? Before you 
pick up the telephone  
 

book or look elsewhere, 
network within your own 
neighborhood.

For more information or 
to advertise, contact: 
Loretta Hoffman 
(626)	395-9901	or	
at advertising@
chapmanwoods.net

There are 4-5 issues per 
year. 

Interior ads 
Full	Page	$100	per	
issue or $375 per year 
½	Page	$60	per	issue	
or $215 per year
¼	page	40	per	issue	or	
$145 per year 
Business card $25 per 
issue	or	$90	per	year	
Back Cover Full Page 
$150	per	issue	or	$500	
per year 

•

•

•

•

•

OUR AWESOME 
HOLIDAY PARTY
Monica Lee Copeland

On	December	9	of 	last	
year, seventy-six neighbors 
gathered at the well-
decked home of  Roger 
and Michelle Engemann.  
The house was beautifully 
lit with holiday lights and 
the interior trimmed with 
bejeweled Christmas trees 
and garlands.  The sounds 
of  neighbors sharing 
stories mixed with a pianist 
playing holiday music on 
the grand piano. 

Due	to	the	overwhelming	
generosity of  those who 

attended, the table in the 
dining room featured 
many homemade delights.  
Neighbors dined on 
everything from Chinese 
Chow Mein, to Lasagna 
and savory cheese and 
vegetable platters.  In the 
living room, CW Board 
members provided a 
wonderful spread of  
desserts.

With her usual grace, 
Lynn Gantus worked the 
bar, serving up everything 
requested.		The	Social	
Committee thanks the 
Engemann’s for their 
generosity, the board for 
volunteering to set up 
and clean up, and Maria 

D’Amario	and	Pam	
Bolenbugh for helping 
me welcome and register 
guests.

At the kids party, a good 
time was had by all. The 
kids watched The Polar 
Express, ate lots of  pizza 
and generally enjoyed 
themselves. Personal 
Assistant, Brittany Ekersley 
,and local babysitter, Taylor 
Callobre,	did	a	fine	job	
watching the crew. 

Belated Holiday Greetings 
to you all and Happy New 
Year! 
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A PRAGUE 
AND VIENNA 
HOLIDAY
Monica Lee Copeland

The day after Christmas, my 
husband	Doug,	our	9-year	
old daughter Camila and my 
17-year old cousin Autumn 
and I took a short sojourn 
to Prague and Vienna.  The 
main purpose of  our trip was 
to celebrate New Year’s Eve 
in Vienna at the Viennese 
Hofburg Palace (Imperial 
Palace), the former winter 
residence of  the Austrian 
Emperor. We chose to 
add	a	quick	visit	to	Prague	
beforehand because of  its 
proximity and famed beauty. 
We were not mistaken. 

PRAGUE
Prague, known as The City 
of 	100	Spires,	is	a	picturesque	
display of  architecture.  The 
city is in the center of  the 
Czech Republic, which 
is bordered by Germany, 
Poland, Austria and Slovakia. 
Czech, a Slavic language 
with 12 million speakers is 
the	official	language,	but	
many residents speak a little 
English. When we could not 
communicate in English, or 
get by with our Czech phrase 

book	Doug	spoke	German	or	
I spoke French.

DaY OnE — We arrived 
at the Intercontinental 
Praha, which is a modern 
hotel just two blocks from 
the Old Town featuring 
majestic river views.  After 
checking into our rooms, we 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch 
at the Zlata Praha located 
at the Intercontinental. 
With live piano music in 
the background, we ate 3 
delicious courses of  Czech 
specialties. The view from the 
restaurant was extraordinary, 
and we could not wait to be a 
part of  it. 

After our meal, we stumbled 
into an enchanting Christmas 
market where the smells of  
sugared pancakes and strudel 
filled	the	air.		Then,	without	
a plan, we covered a lot of  
the city seeing many famed 
sites, including the Charles 
Bridge.  The bridge which was 
commissioned by the Holy 

Roman Emperor Charles IV 
in 1357 was considered an 
engineering marvel. It was 
wide enough to carry four 
carriages at the same time. 
The Western Tower of  the 
original bridge is still standing.  
We also saw the Astronomical 
Clock on the side of  the Old 
Town Hall. Every hour, on 
the hour a trap door opens 
and Christ marches out ahead 
of 	his	disciples.	Dating	back	
to the 15th century, it has 12 
medallions with signs of  the 
zodiac added by Josef  Manes 
in 1865. 

Just	a	10-minute	taxi	from	
our hotel was the Mlynec 
restaurant.	Decorated	in	
green carpets and tapestries 
it has views of  the river, 
St. Charles Bridge and the 
castle. The food is fabulously 
good.  Marek Purkart is 
the	first	chef 	in	the	Czech	
Republic to receive the 
Michelin Bibendum award, 
twice.  There are amazing 
combinations of  traditional 
Czech and Far Eastern dishes.  
If  you visit, try the traditional 
Czech potato soup and the 
Traditional Czech crispy duck 
with red cabbage, dumplings, 
and dripping pancake. 
Novotného Lávka 9, Stare 
Mesto, Prague.

DaY TWO — We spent a 
half  day marveling the beauty 
of  Prague Castle built around 
850	AD	by	the	Premyslid	
family.  Strategicly located 
on a rocky ridge above the 
Moldava River, it was the 
seat of  the administration for 
eleven centuries. It would take 
a full day or two to see the 
entire grounds.  Audio tours 
in English are available and we 
made good use of  them.  Our 
first	stop	was	the	reknown	St.	
Vitus cathedral, an interesting 
14th century structure 
adorned with gargoyles, was 
the seat of  the Archbishop 
of  Prague, and held the 
Coronations of  the Kings of  
Bohemia until 1836. It is also 
where Saints, Kings, Princes 
and Emperors of  Bohemia 
are buried. St. Wenceslas 
Chapel in the cathedral 
was built directly above the 
Saint’s tomb by Peter Parler.  
Elsewhere around the castle 
is the Golden Lane, a series 
of  small, colorful shops that 
originally served as housing 
for the guards. We also saw 
the Basilica of  St. George, the 
Great Hall that looks like it 
hasn’t	changed	in	500	years.		
One of  the most entertaining 
spots for Camila was the 
prison and dungeon.  They 
are remarkably preserved.  
Camila was shocked to 
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witness	a	stone	hole,	20-feet	
beneath the ground where 
prisoners were detained for 
years without hope of  escape.  
We also watched the changing 
of  the guards, a poor man’s 
version of  the Buckingham 
Palace routine.

We followed the castle with a 
walk through the The Jewish 
Quarter, known as Josefov, 
located between the Old 
Town	Square	and	the	Vltava	
River.	In	1850,	the	former	
Jewish	quarter	in	Prague	was	
incorporated into the city 
and was named Josefstadt 
(Joseph’s city) in honor of  
Emperor Joseph II of  the 
Austrian Empire which ruled 
over what is now the Czech 
Republic in the 18th century. 
Today’s Jewish Quarter, or the 
Prague Jewish Ghetto went 
under a vast redevelopment 
between 1893-1913.  Six 

synagogues remain, plus 
the Jewish Town Hall, the 
Ceremonial Hall and the Old 
Jewish Cemetery—the most 
remarkable in Europe.  The 
buildings are collectively called 
“The Jewish Museum” and 
with one ticket you can see all 
of  the buildings. A beautiful 
site is the Hebrew clock on 
top of  the Old Town Hall 
with numbers in Hebrew. The 
clock runs backwards.  

If  you want an absolutely 
gorgeous spot for a romantic 

meal, then Flambée, located 
at Husova 5, Stare Mesto, 
is	the	place	for	you.	Doug	
and I spent the evening 
dining at this Czech/French 
establishment that is housed 
in	a	Romanesque	and	Late	
Gothic vault dating back to 
8th-century. Flambée opened 
in 1993 and immediately 
won international awards 
for its design.  I don’t think 
that	Doug	and	I	have	ever	
ordered dessert twice—but 
we did here. The Old-
Bohemian shredded pancake 
with fresh forest fruit and 
vanilla	mousse	is	so	fine	
that you’ll immediately want 
more.  One of  the house 
specialties is a three-course 
duck dish. Just do it. You’ll 
be pleased.  In addition to 
an incredible menu, the 
wine list is extraordinary. 
You can single out a choice 
for the night from a varied 
selection of  champagne, 
a complete collection of  
Château	Lafite	Rothschild,	
Château Mouton Rothschild 
or a famous Romaine Conti. 
The Sommeliér was very 
experienced, and made a great 
selection for us. The wine 
cellar	occupies	about	30%	
of  the restaurant’s premises 

and	there	are	about	600	types	
of  wine available. You could 
spend thousands of  dollars 
on one bottle if  you choose to 
or enjoy a moderately priced 
Czech wine.  This is also a 
great location for bumping 
into the international jet set. 

VIENNA

We checked into the Club 
level of  the Intercontinental 
Wien.	Doug	and	I	had	a	suite	
in one corner of  the hotel for 
ourselves and a double room 
for the girls.  Both rooms 
were extremely well appointed 
with views of  the ice skating 
rink and Stadtpark.  On New 
Year’s Eve we could see the 
fireworks	from	all	of 	our	
windows.

It was my birthday, and one 
of  the things I love most is 
music.	So,	Doug	surprised	us	
with tickets to the Stadtpark 
Concert Hall, which was 
across the street from the 
hotel.  The concert included 
Viennese composers, Mozart 
and Stauss, as well as a couple 
of  ballet and opera duos.  
After the concert, we enjoyed 
a fabulous dinner in the same 
building.
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DaY FOuR —We began 
with a walk through the 
Stadtpark.  One can see 
the	Wien	river	that	flows	
through the city of  Vienna. 
In German, the river is 
colloquially	called	the	
“Wienfluss”.		The	Stadtbahn	
railway pavilions and several 
monuments, including the 
Johann Strauss monument 
are also on the site. We then 
drove to the Belevedere 
Palace,	a	fine	example	of 	
Rococo architecture. The two 
magnificient	palaces	on	the	
Belvedere grounds lie in the 
middle of  a splendid park. 
The Belvedere Palaces were 
still located outside Vienna’s 
defences, but today they are a 
part of  Vienna`s third district 
and house two museums 
featuring Austrian paintings. 
The Palaces’ architecture and 
interior design are typical for 
Rococo style.

DaY FIvE: new Year’s 
Eve—Doug	and	I	took	a	
few dance lessons before 
our arrival and on New 
Year’s	Day	joined	lots	of 	
people for dance lessons at 
a nearby ballroom.  That 
night we joined a myriad of  
3,000	wearing	long	gowns	
and tuxedos at the Hofburg 
Palace. In the entrance hall, 
Imperial Guards performed 
the historic changing of  the 
guards while a group of  
musicians played Viennese 
classical music. Guests were 
greeted on the grand staircase 
by the ‘Imperial Couple’. I was 
presented with a gorgeous 
fan as a remembrance of  the 

evening by a footman dressed 
in livery.  There is no way I 
can give justice to the beauty 
of  the ballrooms.  There 
were	at	least	eight,	each	filled	
with splendidly decorated 
flower	arrangements	and	
tables, and their own live 
musical performances and 
dance	floors.		We	did	our	
best to dance in every room.  
In the main ballroom, we 
danced to an array of  opera 
and philharmonic 
performances.  We 
were there well 
past the stroke 
of  midnight—to 
about three in the 
morning—enjoying 
conversations with 
people from all over 
the world.  You must 
see it for yourself. 

DaY SIx: new 
Year’s Day 
— There’s a public 
ice skating rink, the 
Wiener Eislaufverein, 
Lothringer Strasse 
22.  It’s located just 
outside the famous 
Am Stadtpark, near 
the Inter-Continental 
Hotel.  Five times the 
size of  a professional 

ice hockey rink, it was teeming 
with people day and night.  
Doug,	Camila	and	Autumn	
went for a skate, while I 
enjoyed the spa at the hotel. 
This	was	Camila’s	first	time	
skating	on	ice.	Doug,	the	
teenage hockey star highly 
recommends it.  There is 
a daily use fee to skate and 
with rental fees its about $21 
euro a person.  In the center 
of  the rink, you can buy 

hot chocolate and Viennese 
pancakes.  In the summer, the 
site is transformed into seven 
public tennis courts available 
to anyone who wants to play.   
 
On the 7th day we spent the 
entire day dealing with the 
rigors of  international travel 
and arrived home happy to 
sleep in our own beds.
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NEW NEIGHBOR 
CYNTHIA 
ROSEDALE
I	moved	into	3501	San	
Pasqual	in	May	of 	2007	
after having lived in San 
Marino with my daughter, 
Katie, for 23 years.  Katie 
bought her own home in 
2006,	with	lots	of 	help,	
and so it was time to 
downsize.  My joy in living 
in Chapman Woods is the 
peace	and	quiet	I	have	

found here, waking up to 
the sound of  the fountain 
in the morning and 
greeting the excitement of  
the	fish	in	the	pond	every	
morning.

 I work full time at the 
Pasadena Senior Center 
as	the	Director	of 	Events	
and Senior Olympics.  
Being a ‘senior’ myself, my 
passion is in promoting 
senior	fitness	and	well-
being, and coordinating the 
annual Senior Olympics in 
Pasadena,	which	qualified	
as	the	site	for	the	2009	
National Senior Games. 
The city is expecting 
2,500	senior	athletes	to	
participate in June as they 
attempt	to	qualify	for	the	
event.

I serve on the Boards 
of  the California Senior 
Games Association and 
the National Senior Games 
Association.  I’m also a 
sustainer in the Junior 
League of  Pasadena and 
serve as the sustaining 
advisor	to	the	Done	in	a	
Day	Committee.		

My pups, Benji and Millie, 
cat, Abby, and I love being 
a part of  the Chapman 
Woods community.

I’d love to hear from 
you soon. Contact me at 
Pasadena Senior Center

(626) 685-6724 or 
(626) 685-6754. My 
email is CynthiaR@
pasadenaseniorcenter.org

W E L C O M E  t o
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NEW NEIGHBORS 
ON MADRE

We are new in the area and 
We live at 721 Madre.  We 
are Jorge Montanez and 
Michelle Mendez.  We 
grew	up	in	91107	and	San	
Gabriel but most recently 
lived in the Highland Oaks 
area of  Arcadia.  We have 
an eight-year old daughter, 
Pia, and a six-year old 
son,	Diego,	who	attend	
Mayfield	Jr.	School.		We	
are	loyal	Dodger	fans,	a	

UC Berkeley alumnus, and 
Jorge is pursuing a private 
pilot’s license.  Please stop 
and introduce yourself  
when you see us out 
walking our crazy white 
Labradoodle, Sunny.  We 
are very excited to be part 
of  Chapman Woods!

The Chapman Woods 
Association Recommends

California 
Marketing

 for Your Printing Needs

As	the	official	printer	of 	The	Call,
 they do an excellent job.

Contact Fred Capriccio at 
626-568-8700 

to place your order today.
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t h e  W O O D S
CONGRATS—
JULIAN &  
JUSTINE POON

My 
name is 
Jennie We’ve had a very 
exciting	2007,	with	two	
proud bits of  news we’d 
like to share.  First, we 
celebrated the birth of  
our second child, Connor, 
in	July	2007.		Our	2-year-
old, Brendan, is happily 
enjoying the company of  
his rapidly growing baby 
brother.  

Second, Julian made 
partner	at	Gibson,	Dunn	
& Crutcher LLP, a lead-
ing	international	law	firm.		
He is a business litigator, 
specializing in appellate 
litigation.

AN ANNIVERSY 
FOR THE  
BEAUDETS

Bob and Judy Beaudet cel-
ebrated	their	50th	wedding	
anniversary in September.  
Their family gave them a 
wonderful party!  Guests 
included relatives from 
back East, former college 

roommates and lots of  
friends from years gone 
by.  They continued to cel-
ebrate by taking a trip to 
Maui in early October with 
friends from USC.

TOM HICKLIN  
RECEIVED ARMY 
COMMENDATION 
MEDAL

Tom Hicklin 
recently returned 
from serving 4 
months of  active 
duty in Kosovo, 

foregoing Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and the New 
Year at home.  While in 
Kosovo, he was made sec-
ond in charge to the com-
mander of  the hospital 
and	subsequently	received	
the Army Commendation 
Medal and the Coin of  
Excellence from the Com-
manding General.  Upon 
returning home, he and 
Pam vacationed in Kona, 

Hawaii for one week to 
get	re-acquainted.
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BABYSITTER OR 
MOM’S HELPER 
AVAILABLE

Hi! I’m Solina Beringer. 
I am looking for a 
babysitting job or a job 
as a Mom’s Helper. I’m 
twelve, and I’m in 6th 
grade at Clairbourn School. 
I took an American Red 
Cross Babysitter’s Training 
Course.	During	this	class	
I learned: helping children 
behave, basic care, safety 
and safe play, leadership, 
and professionalism. 

Also, I learned rescue 
breathing and the 
procedure for a choking 
infant, toddler, or child. 

I have babysat my little 
brother, Travis, age 8. This 
is the only babysitting 
experience I have had. 
I’m love competitive 
cheerleading, music, kids, 
and sports. I am good at 
problem solving. I also have 
patience and I am a good 
student. 

Call me at home (626) 744-
0229	or	on	my	cell	phone	
(626)	340-5351.

WE ARE IN NEED 
OF A DRIVER!   
CAN YOU HELP?

We are Shiela and Edward 
Crowder. We’re long time 
residents of  the Woods 
residing onMountain View.  
At	ages	85	and	90,	we	need	
to have someone to provide 
driving services. We would 
also like our driver to drive 
the Crowder car, a Buick, 
since it is easy for us to get 
in and out of.  If  interested, 
please call Shiela at 626-
796-1500. 

STORAGE 
CABINET  
FOR SALE

We	have	a	Cherry	finish	
alder wood storage cabinet 
for sale. It is 52” high, 21” 
deep and 34” wide. With 
an adjustable shelf, it is 
excellent doored storage 
and	fits	a	25”	television	or	
other	items.	$100	obo

Contact	Maria	D’Amario	
at	(626)	577-0068	or	
mdamario@charter.net. 
The fax number is (626) 
577-0063

Classified Ads
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FILMING IN THE 
WOODS

Dick	Patton

From	February	1	2007	
through	December	31,	
2007	about	$16,000	has	
been received from the 
production companies. 
Television commercials 
and still photo shoots 
for ads comprise most 
of  last year’s receipts. 
Other than minor 
inconveniences there 
have been few problems 
due	to	filming.	Monies	
received continue to 
help your Board fund 
worthy endeavors. The 
Sheriff ’s	Department	
greatly appreciated the 
financial	help	we	gave	

them in helping needy 
children have a good 
Christmas.

WOODS 
SECURITY 
PATROL

Dick	Patton

Post Alarm is doing four 
complete Woods street 
patrols for every eight 
or twelve hour shifts per 
day. We hope more home 
owners will subscribe so 
even more can be done. 
The idea is to make our 
area unattractive to the 
“bad guys” so they will 
go elsewhere.  Please 
help	the	over	100	Woods	
homeowners that have 
already subscribed.  Our 

eventual goal is to have 
a 24/7 patrol with a car 
permanently in the Woods. 
This can be done if  we can 
get	at	least	60%	Woods	
participation.

SHERIFF’S 
REPORT

Dick	Patton

Over the past several 
months there has been a 
marked increase of  auto 
break-ins of  cars parked 
on the streets in 
the western San 
Gabriel Valley. 
Some of  the 
perpetrators are 
coming from the 
South Central 
L.A. area and 

some are local. You are not 
safe leaving items in plain 
sight in a locked car. A car 
window can be broken in 
seconds. Also a county 
area called the ‘Island’ 
about one mile west of  
the Woods has had a lot 
of  trouble with break ins. 
The Woods has had only 
a few car incidents. That 
the Post security makes 
12 patrols a day now may 
be part of  the reason the 
problem incidents here 
remain few in number.
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Bring	in	this	ad	and	receive	$10	off 	
with	a	minimum	of 	$50	service	or	purchase
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Top: Superintendent Edwin Diaz, 
Simone Arden, Pasadena District 
Manager of  the Automobile  Club of  
Southern California and Kathy Onoye 
at the Pasadena City Hall award 
presentation.  The Automobile Club 
of  Southern California is one of  the 
corporate sponsors

WILLARD WINS 
STATEWIDE 
RECOGNITION
 
“Committed to 
Success”
Dr.	Kathy	J.	Onoye,	
Principal

Willard was awarded the 
Star Honor Schools for 
2007	by	the	California	
Business for Education 
Excellence Foundation 
and Just for Kids 
California.  Willard was 
chosen as one of  126 
schools statewide. The 
school was honored both 
at	an	Award	Banquet	in	
Century City and at a City 
Council Meeting.  
 

Willard	won	the	2008	
California Title I 
Academic Achievement 
Award for the fourth 
consecutive year.  State 
Superintendent Jack 
O’Connell called Principal 
Onoye to congratulate 
Willard on earning this 
honor.  Only 239 schools 
in the State of  California 
met the criteria.  Award 
ceremonies will be 
held on April 22 at the 
state	awards	banquet.		
Six	Pasadena	Unified	
Schools will be receiving 
this award including 
Longfellow Elementary, 
Hamilton Elementary, 
McKinley School, 
Burbank Elementary, Field 
Elementary and Willard. 
 
 

Pasadena	Unified	
School	District	has	eight	
elementary schools that 
have met the criteria 
to become California 
Distinguished	Schools,	
announced Superintendent 
Edwin	Diaz.	Qualifying	
schools are Burbank, Field, 
Hamilton, Longfellow, 
McKinley, Norma 
Coombs Alternative, Sierra 
Madre and Willard.  

This highly sought after 
award honors the state’s 
exemplary and inspiring 
public schools. The criteria 
for	school	selection	reflect	
the consensus of  the 
education community 
regarding what constitutes 
a	quality	education	
program and focuses on 
all aspects of  the school’s 
educational program.

THIRD GRADE 
COMMUNITY 
PROJECT 
SHOWCASE

Dr.	Kathy	J.	Onoye,	
Principal

After learning about how 
communities change 
over time, in relation to 
political, environmental 

and economic factors, 
third grade students 
created their own ideal 
communities. These 
projects demonstrated 
their ability to conduct 
meaningful relevant 
research, synthesize 
knowledge gained, and 
create a product that 
demonstrated their ability 
to act as compassionate 
citizens of  the world. 

Thursday, Jan. 17, they 
shared their community 
projects with their 
peers, their parents, and 
community members.  
Everyone enjoyed the 
exhibit.



MOTHER-IN-
LAW MIRIAM’S 
CARMELITAS

Gabi Sacks

The Secret 
My Mother-in-Law Miriam 
is an awesome cook and 
an outstanding baker.  She 
raised my husband Bob in 
Madison, Wisconsin.  Bob 
came to California for 
law school, we met, and 
the rest is history.  One 
of  my favorite memories 
is the trips we made 
back to Madison during 
Christmas.  Miriam’s home 
became a bakery shop. She 
would bake for two weeks 
for family and friends.  
The entire kitchen, all 
the counters and tables 
would be stacked with the 
cookies she had baked.  
There were Peanut Butter 
Balls, shortbread, Trace 

of  Chocolate, Mexican 
Wedding Balls.  You get 
the picture…  The most 
delicious and coveted 
cookie of  all was the 
Carmelita.  A chewy, 
chocolate, nutty, caramel 
concoction, we would 
come to blows over.  
Thinking this recipe was a 
family secret, I asked her 
if  I could share it with 
the Woods.  She laughed 
and said she shares all 
her secret recipes.  A 
friend gave her this recipe 
in	1970	right	from	the	
Pillsbury Cookie Book!  
Enjoy. 

 
Ingredients 
1	cup	flour 
1	cup	quick	cooking	rolled	
oats (not instant) 
3/4	cup	firmly	packed	
brown sugar 
1/2 tsp baking soda 

1/2 cup butter or 
margarine (melted)

Ingredients to Sprinkle 
1 cup semi-sweet 
chocolate chips 
½ cup chopped walnuts  
or pecans 
¾ cup caramel ice ream 
topping (Smuckers) 
3	Tablespoons	flour

The Steps 
First, grease bottoms 
and	sides	of 	a	9”	square	
pan.  Then, combine 
the	first	five	ingredients	
in large bowl to form 
crumbs.  Press 1/2 of  the 
crumbs into the bottom 
of 	the	pan.		Bake	at	350	
degrees	for	10	minutes.	
Sprinkle over the baked 
crust: 1 cup of  semi-sweet 
chocolate chips, and 1/2 
cup chopped walnuts or 
pecans. Mix together well 
3/4 cup caramel ice cream 
topping (Smuckers) with 
3	tbls	flour.		Drizzle	this	
combo over the chocolate 
and nuts.  Then, sprinkle 
remaining crumbs over 
the caramel topping and 
bake	at	350	degrees	for	
15-20	minute	until	golden	
brown.  Chill bars for easy 
cutting.

Tip- add more nuts and 
chocolate chips than  
called for!   
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In 100-plus years, there has
never been a more pivotal time
in the history of Methodist
Hospital—and the future of
healthcare in our community.
As demand for emergency 
and critical care services
increases daily, nearing the 
limits of capacity, we’re 
taking positive action.
Expanding our facilities 
and resources, investing 
in important technology,
and making this commitment:
that the finest medical and 
life-saving services will be 
here, for you and your family
when you need them.

It’s The Next Generation of
Care…happening now at
Methodist Hospital.

This ambitious initiative builds
upon essentials, with a new,
state-of-the-art emergency
department and critical care
unit, expansion of our award-
winning cardiac care program,
and increased medical/surgical
capacity. A premier medical
campus, supported with the 
latest innovations in diagnostics
and treatment.

It’s The Next Generation of
Care. And it belongs to all of us.
Please embrace this moment,
acting with foresight and 
generosity, so that together we
can bring these vital resources
to our community.

To find out how you can get
involved, call or write today.

300 W. Huntington Drive / Arcadia, CA 91007 / 1.888.388.2838 / www.methodisthospital.org
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